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channel between them and the English does not exist.
It is absolutely essential to have a few unofficial English-
men in every important centre of Arab education,
thought and political life, with the task of acting as
consultants and helpers to whatever constructive move-
ments are stirring the Arab youth. Their work will be
difficult. They must so live and work that the Arab
does not come to them for help, or refuse to come to
them, because they are English, but because he knows
that they can and will help him: in other words,
because he needs them.

" The Arabs," he said, " are attached by habit and
nostalgia, if not by conviction, to their traditional way
of life. But Western goods and Western ideas are
threatening to destroy the principles on which the old
loyalty was based. The Arabs are being forced more
and more to conform to the ways of a Western com-
munity, which they do not regard as their own. The
Arabs are in danger of becoming Levantines, men
forced to live in two worlds, to neither of which they
belong. They are humiliated because they feel that the
West despises them. Yet they cannot help their sus-
picion that in some ways the West is right to despise
them. This makes them dangerously sensitive, and
quick to take offence.

"I believe that Britain can only obtain stable and
friendly governments in the Arab countries if she can
persuade the educated youth to seek and value her help
in solving the internal problems of their nation."

Altounyan had given me a letter to Tariq Al Askari,
son of Jaffar Pasha. He showed me the souks of
Baghdad, the delicate workers in filigree, the sooty-